INTRODUCTION

This Monday night (March 29) the Jewish people start the feast of Passover. One of the most important Biblical feasts. In the time of the Bible it was a feast of pilgrimage. Each believer had to come to Jerusalem to worship in the city of God. To renew their covenant with God and to remember the story of the Exodus. 

I will first introduce the feast as the Jews live it. The the Passover in the Bible, then the Passover of Yeshua and how the Gospels present the last Passover of Jesus.

1) THE JEWISH PASSOVER

Every feast in Judaism begins at the synagogue and finishes at home. It’s the same for Passover. And perhaps more for Passover than for any other feast. In fact the main event of this feast is the Seder, a family meal at home for the first night of Passover. I like to participate in the Seder with my Jewish family. Every time I celebrate the Seder I understand more and more every messianic meaning of this cel​ebration.
For this meal every family’s members are gathered together around the table. We remember the whole story of the Exodus with a very great intensity because for the Jewish people, not only the people of that time (3,500 years ago) left the bondage of Egypt, but everyone regards himself during this night as if he himself had gone out from Egypt.
According to the Bible the Seder includes many rituals: 
Eating matzah (bread without yeast) and maror (the bitter herbs), 
Drinking 4 cups of wine, and eating a sumptuous meal. 
Those symbols remind us of the bitterness of slavery and the great joy of our libera​tion.
On the table there is usually a seder plate with 6 items: 
Karpas (vegetable) 
Haroset (a mixture of apples, nuts), wine and spices, 
Maror, (lettuce), 
Beitzah, (a roasted egg), 
Zeroa (a roasted bone) and 
A cup full of salt water. 
Next to the Seder plate we have 3 matzot, these 3 matzot are seen as symbolic of the 3 categories of Jews: Priests (Kohanim), Levites, and Israelites.
When the head of the family comes from the synagogue, he washes his hands, tells the Kiddouch on the wine, and everyone drinks the first cup of wine.
The head of the family washes his hands again, prays on the matzot, hides half of the second matza (afikomen) for the end of the meal, and begins to read the history of the Exodus from the Haggadah.
After this history the head of the family washes his hands and prays again on the matzot then everyone eats or tastes a little bit of each food from the Seder plate and drinks the second cup of wine.
After we eat the meal, everyone drinks the third cup. We read the Hallel (Ps 115 to 118 and 136) and then we drink the fourth cup of wine.
After that we pour a fifth cup, but we do not drink this cup. According the Jewish tradition this cup has two meaning 
1. It is the cup of the prophet Elijah who (according the prophet Malachi) has to come before the Messiah. 

2. This cup is also called the cup of the anger of God and when we fill it we recite some biblical verses which remind us the anger of God upon the unbelievers and the nations who went rebelled against God.
On the Passover night every detail is important. Everything is organized, made, and told for the children, because every child has to understand what happens during the night and why it is done.
We ask many questions during this evening, and the most appreciated are certainly the 4 questions asked by 4 kinds of children

The WISE 

The SINNER, 

The SIMPLE 

The INEXPERIENCED.

2) PASSOVER IN THE BIBLE

Reading the Bible we notice that there are two very strong ideas focused on Passover: 

1. The covenant by the blood of the lamb 

2. The memorial of the miraculous Exodus from Egypt. 

A) THE COVENANT
Exodus 12:1 « The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, “This month is to be for you the first month, the first month of your year.»
Through this word God renewed the covenant which He contracted with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Decreeing this month as the first of the year, also means that it’s the most important. The sign of this covenant would be the blood of the lamb put on the doorposts of each house. 

B) THE MEMORIAL
Exodus 12:14 «This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as an ordinance for ever.»
Passover is a memorial of what God did for the people. A memorial where three kinds of foods are eaten: 
Exodus 12:8 « That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. »
Those three items are so important that Gamaliel the Apostle Paul’s teacher taught: «Whoever does not speak about three things on Passover has not fulfilled his duty and they are: 
The Pessah sacrifice,

The Matzah

The  bitter herbs»

3) YESHUA AND THE PASSOVER

Yeshua was a Jew and as a Jew he celebrated this feast every year of his life. 
The last Seder Yeshua celebrated with his disciples in the upper room was a Thursday, one day before everyone else (as the lamb of God he would be sacrificed the first evening of the Passover, at the same time that the sacrifice in the Temple was proceeded). 
This supper was until about 11 pm, and afterwards He went with some disciples to Gethsemane to pray. He was arrested there at about midnight.
This Passover was celebrated by Yeshua with very great intensity, because he knew that this one would be his last on the earth.

Luke 22:14-16 «When the hour came, Yeshua and his apostles reclined at the table. And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfilment in the kingdom of God.” »

4) PASSOVER IN THE GOSPELS

If we study the last Passover in the gospels we see that they are complementary. The first three (Matthew, Mark, Luke) wrote about the bread and the wine while John wrote about the other items of the ceremony as they are described in the Haggadah of Pessah.
When I read the story of the last supper in the Gospel of John I notice this gospel is the closest to the Jewish tradition, with many parallels between the Jewish Seder and the last supper of Yeshua. 

I) THE TIME OF NIGHT: this night is very long in the Jewish family. For two or three hours, we read and explain all the Hagaddah. In the Gospel of John the narrative is very long, five chapters of the gospel, from 13 to 17 (18 is Gethsemane) 

II) THE FOOT WASHING: Jewish tradition is that we wash the hands of the head of the family. This night he is a king among his family, a free man.

During the last supper, Yeshua transformed this custom by doing the opposite. Not only he did not want anyone to wash his hands but in addition he him-self washed the feet of the disciples. Here we can understand the very strong reaction of Peter. Yeshua should be the king of this night and everyone should wash his hands or his feet, but Yeshua wanted to give a new meaning to his disciples for this Jewish tradition.

John 13:16 «I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.»
Exactly on the night that everyone is raised up, Yeshua humiliates himself like a slave. 

III) THE MEMORIAL: as in the Haggadah of Pessah, the main topic is the «Zikaron», the «memorial». All night through we remember the salvation of our fathers by God through the Exodus. 
Yeshua also insisted on this aspect of the memorial: «This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me » As the children of God had to remember their salvation from bondage, we also, when we share together this bread, have to remember the work of salvation Yeshua did for us. 

IV) THE BREAD Yeshua shared with his disciples is called the Afikomen. This is special bread we cut at the beginning of the meal. It is interesting that there are three breads, some have seen here a parallel with God (Father, Son and Holy Spirit). The bread which is broken is the middle bread (the Son) and the afikomen is hidden at the beginning of the meal. At the end of the meal we can eat it only if we found it. That is wonderful symbol of Yeshua who is hidden and has to be found. Yeshua is the Messiah, but he does not force anyone to accept this truth. We need to make an effort to find it. As the children at the end of the meal have to make an effort to find the Afikomen. When they have found it, they are full of Joy, they come back at the table with a sens of victory and the father gives them a reward (most of the time a small amount of money) The true reward for everyone who find the Afikomen will be eternal life given by Yeshua himself.
V) THE FOUR CUPS OF WINE Yeshua shared with his disciples were a symbol of Yeshua’ entire work of salvation. In the bible this salvation is described by four verbs. That’s why we drink four cups of wine during the Seder:
Exodus 6:6-7 “Therefore, say to the Israelites: ‘I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment. I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians.» 
Each cup was explained by Yeshua. 

A) THE CUP OF FREEDOM THAT IS 
Freedom from the bondage of sin 

B) THE CUP OF DELIVERANCE 
Yeshua not only gives us freedom but delivers us from the power of sin.
C) THE CUP OF REDEMPTION 
Yeshua saves us and gives us eternal life. 

D) THE CUP OF THE COVENANT 
Yeshua renews his covenant with us and takes us  as his own people. 

VI) THE FIFTH CUP 
In the haggadah there is a fifth cup of wine and nobody drinks this cup. This cup is called «the cup of Elijah» or «the cup of the anger of God» with the door open, the head of the family reads three verses from the Bible.

Ps 79:6, 7 «Pour out your wrath on the nations that do not acknowledge you, on the kingdoms that do not call on your name; for they have devoured Jacob and destroyed his homeland.»
Ps 69: 25 «May their place be deserted; let there be no one to dwell in their tents.»
Lam 3:66 «Pursue them in anger and destroy them from under the heavens of the LORD.»
Yeshua knew this fifth cup very well. Because if nodoby among Jews drink this cup; only the Messiah can drink it. 
It is the cup of the anger of God which is poured on the Messiah who is bearing on him all the sins of the world: The sins of Israel and the sins of the nations.
Matthew 20: 22 «You don’t know what you are asking,” Yeshua said to them. “Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?”
In Gethsemane, Yeshua prayed his father about this fifth cup

Matthew 26: 39 «Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.” 

When the disciples wanted to defend him when he was arrested, Yeshua knew that the time to drink this cup arrived. He said to them:
«Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?” (John 18: 11) 
VII) THE FOUR KINDS OF CHILDREN: as I wrote, during this night four questions are asked by four children: the WISE, the SINNER, the SIMPLE and the INEXPERIENCED.

It is interesting to notice that we have four characters in the text of the last supper in the Gospel of John. The disciples are in the shadow but John tells us about four  people, as in the Haggadah. These four people are the four children of the Haggadah; the Wise, the Sinner, the Simple and the Inexperienced.

THE WISE is Yeshua himself. He is the Son of Man, who knows everything and has the answer for every question.

THE SINNER: We know very easily who is the wicked: Judah, the traitor, who is paid with a few coins to betray his Master.

THE SIMPLE is the apostle Peter, who asks some very simple and innocent ques​tions. 

John 13:36 «Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?” Yeshua replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.” Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” »
THE INEXPERIENCED is John himself. He doesn’t know what to ask Yeshua although he is reclining next to him. John is so inexperienced that he doesn’t know what to ask. Someone else, Peter, must tell him.

John 13:23. 24 « One of them, the disciple whom Yeshua loved, was reclining next to him. Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, “Ask him which one he means.”» 
In the Haggada he is the one who does not know which question to ask.

5) WHAT WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND

We could make many parallels between the Jewish Seder and the last supper of Yeshua with his disciples. In this way Yeshua wanted to help us to understand the essential meaning of this night. Everything in the ritual has a new meaning. Yeshua doesn’t want to cancel this feast but to perform it and to invest every symbol with a new meaning.

1. he transformed the hand washing (of the king) by the foot washing of his disciples (humiliation of himself) like a slave who washes the feet of his Master. Even during this feast that celebrated freedom from bondage, Yeshua became a slave. “having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love” (John 13:1b)

2.  he dipped the bread with bitter herbs in the dish called «Harroset» and gave it to Judas, to remember not only the bitterness of bondage but also the bitterness of death. Yeshua’ death for the forgiveness of the sins of the world.

3. Yeshua took the bread without yeast and shared it with his disciples. Now his bread becomes the symbol of his body offered for us.

4. He took the fourth cup, the cup of the covenant «I will take you as my own people,» and shareed it among them all, to symbolize the new cov​enant with his disciples and everyone after them who will believe.

5. the fifth cup, the cup of the anger of God, was drunk only by Yeshua. Through this cup, Yeshua accepted on himself the anger of God for the sin of the world. He really was the « the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world ! » (John 1:29)
CONCLUSION

The main ideas of this night and of this ceremony in which we want to participate is remembrance. We must remember that nobody is more important than his brother. We have to experience the feeling of humility of Yeshua when he washes the feet of his disciples. We must remember this morning that Yeshua gave his life for us, for the forgiveness of our sins.
It is a night that we experience our own and personal freedom. This night is a night of salvation, salvation given by Yeshua to each one of us.

We must remember that the covenant of Yeshua is a new covenant; not with the blood of the lamb but with his own blood. And of course we must remember that Yeshua is not in the grave but is raised. 

Rom 8:34 «Christ Yeshua, who died —more than that, who was raised to life — is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.»
May the Lord give us a very deep understanding of Passover which means forgiveness and eternal life.
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